
 

The Ministry of Word and Prayer 

A warm welcome to this service in which we 

give thanks for the animals with whom we share 

our lives and our world. 

 

We stand 

‘But ask the animals, and they will teach you; 

birds of the air, and they will tell you; 

… and the fish of the sea will declare to you, 

In God’s hand is the life of every living thing…’ 

(Job 12:7, 8b, 10a)  

 

Come, let us gather together. 

We are loved: we bring fins and feathers. 

Come, all is ready for all of creation: 

We are loved: we bring scales and fur. 

Come let us praise our Creator. 

We are loved: we bring skin. 

Come, with fins, feathers, scales, fur and skin. 

All are welcome in this circle of life. 

 

In the name of God… 

…we cry within the circle of life: 

Amen!  May your blessing come! 

 

As we gather… 

…Peace be with you! 

And also with you! 

 

We stand and sing   

All Creatures of our God and King 

As the song is sung,  

people are invited to place their offerings  

(and the symbols placed on their seats) in the 

sanctuary.  

 

1. All creatures of our God and King, 

lift up your voice and with us sing 

alleluia, alleluia! 

Thou burning sun with golden beam,  

thou silver moon with softer gleam. 

 

O praise him, O praise him,  

alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

2. Dear mother earth, who day by day 

unfoldest blessings on our way, 

O praise him, alleluia! 

The flowers and fruits that in thee grow, 

let them his glory also show. 

 

3. Let all things their Creator bless, 

and worship him in humbleness, 

O praise him, alleluia! 

Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, 

and praise the Spirit, Three in One. 

 

When the offerings of the people are 

presented: 

God of power… 

…For the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

We sit for the Prayers of Adoration, 

Thanksgiving and Confession 

Creator God, 

You have made a world full of wonder and 

surprises! 

We adore you! 

Creator God…remote regions of this planet earth 

We adore you! 

We thank you for abundant life… which is 

interwoven, 

We give you thanks. 

We thank you for the gift… 

 …For the benefits they are to our health- and to 

our Spirit. 

We give you thanks. 

And yet, we know that we… spend time with 

them 

Forgive us. 

Forgive us when… 

…or in the name of food production. 

Forgive us. 

Forgive us when… 

…those who hold a lower public profile. 

Forgive us. 

Forgive us…to the list of the extinct, year after 

year. 

Forgive us. 

Forgive us…and that you give breath to all 

creation. 
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Forgive us. 

God is love...fully, richly, and deeply. 

Amen. 

 

A prayer for this day 

God, our Creator,  

help us to love all creatures as our kin, 

All animals as our partners on earth,  

all birds as messengers of your praise,  

all frogs as messengers of hope  

and all small beings  

as expressions of your mysterious design. 

This we ask through Jesus Christ our 

Redeemer,Who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God forever.  

Amen.    

  

 

A Reading Genesis 1 

 

We stand and sing   

1. Make me a channel of your peace.  

Where there is hatred, let me bring your 

love.  

Where there is injury, your pardon, Lord,  

and where there's doubt, true faith in you. 

 

O Master, grant that I may never seek 

so much to be consoled as to console,  

to be understood, as to understand,  

to be loved, as to love with all my soul.  

 

2. Make me a channel of your peace. 

Where there’s despair in life, let me bring 

hope.  

Where there is darkness, only light, 

and where there’s sadness, ever joy. 

 

3. Make me a channel of your peace. 

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 

in giving of ourselves that we receive,  

and in dying that we're born to eternal life. 

 

We remain standing for the Gospel 

Before the Gospel we say  

Praise and glory to God. 

The Gospel  Matthew 6: 25-26 

And at the end    

Praise to Christ, the Word. 

 

The Sermon  

Apprehend God in all things, 

For God is in all things. 

Every single creature is full of God, 

And is a book about God. 

Every creature is a word of God. 

If I spent enough time with the tiniest creature- 

Even a caterpillar- 

I would never have to prepare a sermon- 

so full of God is every creature! 

(Meister Eckhart, a 13th century Christian 

mystic) 

 

We share our own sermons with those near us. 

 

We stand and affirm our faith: 

 

We believe in God the Father, 

From whom every family 

In heaven and on earth is named. 

 

We believe in God the Son, 

Who lives in our hearts through faith, 

And fills us with his love. 

 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 

Who strengthens us 

With power from on high. 

 

We believe in one God; 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

We sit for the Prayers of the People 

With confidence and trust let us pray to God: 

For all animals and creatures, 

Their habitats and environment, 

Their health and well-being, 

That they may continue to teach us of your 

wisdom and grace: 

God, our creator, hear us. 

Especially those used for food and 

experimentation: 

God, our creator, hear us. 

For those who support and care for bird and 

animal sanctuaries: 

God, our creator, hear us. 

For veterinarians and all who are involved in the 

farming of animals: 

God, our creator, hear us. 

For growing awareness of our own responsibility  

For the care and nurture of all life: 

God, our creator, hear us. 

For animal companions everywhere, 

That we may see reflected in them the goodness 

and love of God. 

God, our creator, hear us. Amen 

 

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, 

Let us pray as our saviour taught us: 



Our Father in heaven, 

Hallowed be your name, 

Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done, 

On earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

As we forgive those who sin against us, 

Save us from the time of trial 

And deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory 

are yours 

Now and for ever. 

 

 

The Circle of Blessing 

Each animal is blessed with the following words. 

The owner of the animal pronounces the 

animal’s name in the appropriate place. 

If you have brought a photograph of your 

animal, rather than the animal itself, we will 

bless you, and you can pass on the blessing to 

your animal when you return home. 

(Name) you are created by God and you are 

loved by God. 

May you and your human family experience joy 

and companionship together, 

And continue to be a blessing to one another.  

In the name of God, Creator, Redeemer and 

Giver of Life, Amen. 

 

Remembrance of those who have died 

We remember our animal companions who are 

no longer with us physically.   

We give thanks for the gifts they gave us and 

the variety of ways they enriched and blessed 

our lives.   

We are confident that our creator continues to 

care for them. 

Amen 

 

 

We sing   

All things bright and beautiful, 

all creatures great and small, 

all things wise and wonderful, 

the Lord God made them all. 

 

1. Each little flower that opens, 

each little bird that sings, 

he made their glowing colours,  

he made their tiny wings. 

 

2. The cold wind in the winter, 

the pleasant summer sun, 

the ripe fruits in the garden, 

he made them everyone. 

 

3. He gave us eyes to see them, 

and lips that we might tell 

how great is God Almighty, 

who has made all things well. 

 

Dismissal/Blessing 

We remain standing 

God our Creator, help us to love all 

creatures as kin, 

All animals as partners on earth, 

All birds as messengers of praise, 

All minute beings as expressions of your 

mysterious design, 

And all frogs as voices of hope. 

Amen. 

 

Christ calls us to be his disciples… 

…Serve earth by caring for all creation? 

 

We will care for creation! 

We will nurture our animals! 

We will celebrate the circle of life with 

them! 

 

May the Spirit of God… 

…Go in peace. 

Amen. We go in the name of Christ. 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Readings 
Exod 20:1-4,7-9, 12-20  
Ps 19 Phil 3:4b-14    Matt 21:33-46 



 

Community Café Volunteers Needed 

Wanted, alive and willing! Volunteers for the 

cafe… We need people to help out in various 

roles. You don’t need to commit to coming in 

every week, or being at the Café for the entire 

Breakfast service. If you have a couple of hours 

to spare, once or twice a month give Jen in the 

office a call on 7583111 or 0277027993. 

 

2020 Hymn Lecture Series 

The next Hymn Lecture will be this coming 

Wednesday, 7 October, at 11.30am in the 

Interim Cathedral on “Amazing grace, how 

sweet the sound”. Gold coin donation. 

 

Speaker on Persecuted Christians  

Mike Burrows from Open Doors (the 

organisation dedicated to helping Christians 

around the world who are persecuted for their 

beliefs) will be speaking at 7pm on Tuesday, 6th 

October at Oasis Fellowship on Powderham 

Street. All Welcome 

 

Food Bank 

This week the items on New Plymouth Food 

Bank’s “most wanted” grocery list are; milo, 

biscuits, pasta sauce, pet food, toilet paper 

  

2021 Home Diaries  

June Mosely is still taking order for the 2021 

edition of the popular New Zealand Home Diary.  

All our regular weekly and monthly activities, 

outreach, services and ministries are back up 

and running.  

Community Café Tuesdays, 7.30-10am, 

Hatherly Hall 

Faith Crew – Sundays 10am, various locations 

Food For Thought – Thursdays 10am, Upper 

Hatherly Chapel 

Pūkeko Stomp – Mondays & Thursdays 10am, 

Interim Cathedral (although taking its usual 

break during school holidays) 

Stop In shop, Monday-Friday 10am-3pm and 

Saturdays 10am-noon 

The Welcome Desk – Wednesdays and Fridays 

10am – 12.15pm, Hatherly Hall 

Yaki Youth – alternate Fridays, 6-8.30pm 

Peace Lounge 

 

Upcoming monthly dates include; Lunchtime 

Organ Recital (Oct 15th) a Mothers’ Union 

(Oct 21st), The Men’s Breakfast (Oct 17th), 

Saturday Luncheon (Nov 7th – October’s was 

held yesterday). 

 

Midweek Eucharist services: 

• Bishop's Eucharist – 7 am Tuesdays in Upper 

Hatherly Chapel. 

• Eucharist – 10am, Upper Hatherly Chapel 

• Hakari Tapu – 12 noon, the 3rd Wednesday of 

each month in the Interim Cathedral. 

Happening In & Around Taranaki Cathedral 


